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From Volume 23 Editor-In-Chief Mike Muldowney: 
Despite my commitment to the publication of Volume 22, this is my first 
opportunity to express my honor in continuing this publication through its twenty-third 
year. I am also proud of the hard work and dedication of the Staff for meeting deadlines, 
picking up the pace and getting the publication schedule back on track. 
Volume 23.1 contains two feature articles which have both been on the back-
burner for some time. The delay in publishing them will not affect Ms. Nair's study as 
much as it may affect the timeliness of Mr. Cunningham's effort. I apologize to him for 
the delay and hope his contribution will offer guidance to all readers who deal with 
insurance defense litigation day in and day out. I also extend my thanks to both authors 
for their patience and cooperation. 
The date of this issue marks an era in which politics in the United States took on 
a new face where voters took an unprecedented active participation in the debate. 
Attorneys took a hard hit from all camps, some of which were well deserved. 
Unfortunately, those who unilaterally criticize the profession do not realize the extent 
to which attorneys regulate their profession. Such an effort is far from the "fox in charge 
of the hen house" situation which the loud-mouthed critics will lead the naive populous 
to believe. Ms. Nair's article is a thorough survey of the commitment with which the 
Maryland State Bar attempts to make its membership a dedicated, honest, and diligent 
one. Of course, the system may have its weaknesses, which Ms. Nair attempted to 
highlight in the article. In any case, the Law Forum is honored to present another 
Hoffberger Prize winner. 
The world of civil litigation has its romantic points besides huge wrongful death 
cases and knock-down, drag-out divorces. Some of these areas may even involve 
something as dry as insurance, beyond opinion letters and subrogation cases which 
junior associates at insurance defense firms loath. Mr. Cunningham offers a good 
analysis of a fairly recent Maryland decision which may clarify the process of 
determining "who's covering whom" when insurance carriers balk at honoring a claim. 
We are excited about the opportunity to provide you with Mr. Cunningham's effort. 
Getting back to the "identity crisis" with which we attorneys, active and aspiring, 
are faced, this journal wishes to continue enhancing the academic side of our profession 
with plain-English, yet erudite pieces. I encourage everyone to contribute and to become 
involved in combatting this public image erosion. 
2 The law Forum/23.1 ________________________ _ 
